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(3= Tur Svypay Herarn, to-morrow, will eon-
tain o Full report, taken by our special reporter, sent
to Providence for the express jpurpose, of ull the
evidence given and citcumstances kunown in the
atrocious and mysterious murder ol Amasa Sprague
of Providence. Also, a full sceount of the cir-
cuinatances by which ** that trunk” of Pomeroy's
Express, disappeared, leaving not atrucc behind,
except the eggs, ** marked with care ** This will
be a complete development of the mystery of the
trank, and will be o final reply to all enguiriea on
ta= subject.

I —

Ocenpation of the Oregon Territory=8ill
for the Establishment of a 'l erritorial |
Governmeni.

We have before us a copy of the bill introduced
into the House of Representatives on the dth inst.
by Mr. Hughes, for the organization of u territo.
rial government in the Oregon Territory.  As this
gubject 12 exeiting a great degree of attention both
i this country and in Europe, and as this ll, f |
passed to its present shupe, will doubitless involve
very Laportant consequences, we present Lo our re- |
ders the following abstract of its provisions. It
contains 42 clauses or sections, namely (—

Ist—This clause proposes that from and ufter o day to |
be hureafler inserted, the eountry, within the tollowing
boundiries shall constitate o ‘Territory for the purposes ol
atempordry government, by the name of Oregon @ All the
territury lying west of the Missouri river, and south of the
Ath degree ol north latitude, and east of the Rocky Moun.
tums. wiud nerth of the boundary line betweon the United |
States and Pexas, and alwo over the territory comprising |
the o tky Mountwns and the country between them und |
the Pacithe ocvan, seurh of ot degrees 40 nun, north latie
tade and yorth ol the 424 degree of north latitule

W —Provides for the appointment of u Governor of the
:ani Territory, who shill reside west of the Rocky Moun:
wine

31 =Provides for the sppointment of a secretury, who
shall also residie west of the Hoeky Mountaing.

Ath—Defines the duties of the secretary

ot —Provides for the establishment of & court with com.
mon law and chancery jurisdictions

Gin —Provides for the alopion of the civil and eriminal
Tnws of the United States till the organization of the Ge-
neral Assemhbly within the territory

Tth—=Appoints the Governor commander of the militi,

Sin—Empowers the (lovernor to ppoint magistrates
an | civil officers previous to the organization of the G-
neral Aesembly

th—Directs that when the Genersl Assembly is orga.
Dised they shall by an act thereol, dofine the pawers and
duties of magistrates and civil othcers

1th and Lith —Kmpowers the Governer te lay off the
Territory into districts and bests for civil and militars
purposes

l3th—Directs that when there shall be 25000 free white
male lnhabitants over 21 years ol age, eitizens of the
United States, they shall huve autborily to elect represen-
tatives to the General Assembly

1ith to 33d—These clauses, Inclusive, prescribe the
mode of eleciior, und annual census, the number of repre
seutatives (oot over @) in the Gunersl Assembly, which
#holl ronsist of a Legislative Couneil and a House of Re.
presentatives, sl defioes the duties ol the Governor in
conneston therewith, nnd aliv thuse ol the officars of the
court to be ectublished nnder clause 5

3bh —Governor to perform the duties of Superintendent
of I lian affiies within the Territury, Salary lett blank
_3%th —Salaries of Jidges an | Secretary 1o be pafd out of
Unitel Siates Treasury  Amount left blank

29 h = Memhers of Lugislatnre to receiv $3 per day for
ery day dn session, wn d fifteen cents mileage

Alth— Anthorizes and requires the Preesident of the
Uit | Srates to cwnse 1o be erected, at suitable places,
line of stozkade furts and hlock houses. not exceeding five
In wanher, from some point on the Midsour river, on the
most practicable route tu the South Pass inthe Rock)
Monntains

23th —Ruequires the Pre<ident to cause fortifications to
e wreet | ut or near the mouth of the Columbia river
h-'! 'i'-h. 40th and 4lst—Provisions for grants and sales of

n

4 —Authorizes the President to appoint two additionai
Indian agents, to superintend the interssts of the United
Hintes with any Indian tribes west of Any agency now es
tahlishel by law. Salary of agents leit” blank as well ns
I.I';; atppr.)prlntion to carry the provisions of this bill into

wat,

It will be geen, from this synopsis, that this bil
emhraces a complete organization for the territoria
government of the Oregon country. There is, how-
ever, one important omission in its provisions. Pro-
bably this omission muy have been purposely made
for the purpose of meeting the eontingeney in the
provisions of the treuty which still exisis between
the United States and England with regard to the
territory in question, By that treaty, neither coun-
Iry ean encroach wpon the present position in which

the territory is held between them without giving |

the other notice of its intention for one year in ad
vence. 10 this bill should be passed by Congress,
the blanks we have specified be fitled up, and the
President directed to organize a government i
once, it would be his duty, in execotion of the
treaty between this country and England, as well
as in wbedience to the public voice of the nation,
to veto the bill, at least until the provisions of the
treaty had been carried into effect os regards the
twelve months' notice. We are persuaded, how-
ever, that this movement in the House, und the e-
bate and movement 10 the Senate vpon the same
rubject, have all a common origin—that is, they
are supported for the purpose of producing political
excitement in the Western States upon the subject
of the Oregon territory. And we have not the’
=lightest doubt that whenever the time comes when
action will be necessary to be takep, that the
western country from north te south will act u=
one man upon this point. They will cluim the
whole of that rerritory in opposition toall the ¢laims
put forth by Great Britain, and they will, vi ¢t ar-
mis, take possession of it, il they are not allowed to
do so praceably. Noris it in the power of any
European government to prevent such an evenr
taking place sooner +r later. The western States
of this country are inereasing with o rapidity fu
beyoud all precedent, They now form a mighty
nation of themselves. They are in possession
ol one of the greatest valleys in the universe ;
indeed, were it possible, we should have to go
to another planet in this system to find such a
country as the Valley of the Mississippi pre-
seuts to the sun every day that he rises from the
east. We hear of Hindostan and Persia, of Egyp!
aad of China—=but all these countries are trifles,
when compared with the magnificence, in every
point of view, which presents itself in the Valley
of the Mississippi. They can, within their owp
iimits, contain a population equal to the whole po-
pulation of the glube a this dny, In the Congress
of the United States they ure now, for the first
time, beginning to feel their power, und every ad-
ditional decennial census will wnly inerease tha
pawer in a geometrical proparuon.  Such being the
case, we have ao Joubt that the whale of the eoun
try in question, whatever be the claims of 1he Bri-
tish government, will eventuatly be in the posses.
sion of the people of the western Hates. It 5 ns
sure as that darkness fulluws the Light

In the mean time, all hese

gress, we are persuaded, have no immediate bear

movements in Can
1L upon intended to throw

wpediments in the way of the negociution which
-+ ubuut to be opened at Waslungton by Mr, Pack-
enham from England.  They huve been commen-
ced more for the purpose of pn-mdﬂnlml election-
cering during the next summer thun with any oth

erolyect; wnd, n '||l'-q poiat of view, we du not ap
prehend either difficalty or dunger growing out ot
them.

this guestion, or are

Fsrenrnise or e Wau, sruerr Parens —
I.llr"_\' these smurt conoerns Have pubili hrkl (TG
genee trom Boenos Ayees, Ty, wod from along
phore, uader the nead of ** Postacript™ anil ** Very
late fromm Hovoos Avres,” e & Now 1t should
be kKoowa that the Souih Amerniean ** uows"™ m
paestioin was published ot feast two weeks ago in
the New York Herald, and taken from the Boston

papers thatthe ' aews™ lrom Hlayti, wiieh all the
otlier pepers gave yesterday moraing, was in the
Herald of Wednesday evening; and that the loss
of the brig Fairfield, which was also published
in the large and small papers of this city yesterday

morning, was given in the Herald on the 84 mnt.\

Laterprise, truly!
Apgtvar or Cugis. Litiy.—This man arrived
here yesterday, in the Hopewell, from New Or-
leans, in charge of officer Hall, of Albany. [t will
be recollested that he killed McCoy, in the prize
« fight at Westchester, some time ogo. He gave
himeelf up to the anthontivs at New Orlesns, on
the 15th of last November. We understand that
has nos ver recovered from the injuries he re-
suived i tie * mulling *

D. |
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Tur Guear Turorosioan Cock-Fiour.—The
fighting-cocks in the great theological war increate

anuary 13, 1544, | oll around and a bit further.

In our eolumns to-day will be found two powerful
broadsides, fresh as you can desire, The first is
thut of the Rev. Dector Walnwright, taken from

| the “Commercia]l Advertiser™ of last evening, in

reply 1o the brosdside of Doctor Potts which we
pubilished yesterday. The second is the beginning
of another match, taken from the “Evening Post”
—ome who hippears to be afighting-cock of the very
first quality, called the Rev, Peter Polemie, who
dures uny one to enter the pit with him on this im-
portant question—** Whether a chureh can exist
without a steeple?™

We understand it is very important that this
question shonld be decided at an enrly day. The

new Trinity Church is nearly up, a1l butthe steeple,

und it is understood that the Trusteds cannot pro-
ceed a foot further upwards, towards the blue
h_eu\mn, 'till this question be decided. As a good
citizen we open our columus to all respectuble theo-
logieal fighting-cocks on this question. So go
ahead.

The Wystery Solved—FPomeroy's Trunk Re.
coverrd-—Arrest of the Individual who
Srole that Trunk-His Commilttal to the
Tombs—His attempt to Kacnpe=Sireat Ex-
cltement amongst the Wall street Bro-
kers.

At length we are enabled to place the history of
this singular robbery before the publie.  Yesterday,
about half past twelve o’cloek, the messenger of the
Bank of New York called at the Merchants’ Bank
for the purpose of settling the exchunge account.—
Among the notes of the Merchants® Bunk, held by
the Bank of New York, wus one for §500, which
was recogoized by the Teller as being one of the
| notes lost by Messra. Drew, Robinson & Co., No.
| 10 Wall street, who had given the letter and num-
ber to every bank in the street.  Messrs. Drew and
Robinson were sent for immediately, and they
unhesitatingly pronounced it to be the note. Itis
a little singular that this was the ooly note
the mark of which had been taken at Troy, previ,
ous to having been given into Copp’s possession.
| Enquirtes were instituted at the Bank of New
j York, and it was useertained that it hud been de-
| posited there by the firm of William A. Vonsehi &
| Co,, importers of German goods, No 14 Cedar
street,  Information was conveyed to the Mayor
by Mr. Daniel Drew, while the rest procesrded to
Cedur street, to make the necessary enquiries from
Vonseht & Co. There they learned that the note
hiad been received for a bill of goods purchased by
a Germun named Lachner, who gave his residence
at No. 32 Rivington street.

The Mayor nstantly despatched his first Mar-
shul, Anson Clarke, to arrest Lachner, and,with his
nsual tact  and activity, that officer poun-
ced upon his man as he was leaving the store
of Ruschmuller, No, 108 Cedar street, and by
a ruse brought him to No. 14 Cedar street,
where was the Muyor. Lachner was instantly
recognized by Mr. Vonseht as the person who had
pissed the bill.  An officer was desputchrd to Jus-
tice Taylor of the Upper Police, with instructions
lrom the Mayor to search the premises No. 82
Rivington sueet, and arrest all persons found there
and bring them to the Muyor's office. Meanwhile,
the prisoner Lachner was given iuto the custody ol
the Marshal, who wus aided by David Leaviu,
L , President of the American Exchanze Bank,
who, throughout, rendered the most efficient aid 1o
the Mayor in this matter. On the wav to the of-
fice, the prisoner, who is u large, athletiec wan,
made a very desperate effort to esenpe—being, ns
the marshal describes him, “very ugly indeed ;"
hut he was too securely held on cither side 1o
break away, though he tore up the sleeve of his
coat in the astruggle. e was then pinion-
od and safely lodged in the office to await
the result of the search. On his person was found
whour $430.

In about half an hour Justice Taylor arrived in
atwo horse enb, having in custody the wife of
Lochner, and the very identical trunk, murked with
| Pomeroy & Co 's uwme on the end in white paint—
nlso, three other trunks of a much larger size. The
trunk was discovered under the bed in the buse-
ment story of the house, the wpper portion of
whieh is occupied ns a school house. A quantity
ol the bills were found stowed away in the bed,
wd among the clothing of the woman—also in the
other trunks.  The wile eried bitterly ne she wys
being led away, and denied any knowledge of the
possession of the money by her hushand. Lachner
was at once committed to the Tombs, with his
] arms ted behind his back with a strong eord  The
examination of the trank was then proceeded with
and Messts. Diew, Robinson, and Popoon were
appointed to count the money. They counted over
torty-four thousand dollars, and it is believed
by these gentlemen, and by the Mayor, that all the
money, with the exception of 1000, is safe. The
examination has been strictly private, every person
resembling a reporter or newspaper agent being espe-
ciully prohibited. The above fucts, however, can be
depended upon, as they were communicated offi-
cially by order of his Honor the Mayor

The story of Lachner is, that he left Germany
Inst summer and arrived in this eity in the month
of June, and proceeded to setile, as a merchant,
in Milwauvkie, where he has a partner; that
wbout seven weeks ago he arrived here from
Milwaukie to purchase goods, und on the B&ih
Junuary last he married his wife, who, 1t ap-
pears, he was acquainted with in his own coun-
try. Among the articles found on their premises,
was a gold wateh and several valuable trinkets,
which he had presented to her on their marriage.
He waa on the eve of starting to Milwaukie, via
Buffulo, where he intended to purchase a team and
goover land, But it 1s doubtful—very much so in-
deed—whether he will now mike this journey !
He refuses to tell any thing about how he came
in possession of that trank, though we learn that u
man ha® recognized him as being the person he
-aw crossing the Park with a black trunk, about
three o'clock on the morning of the robbery.
s wife has been allowed 1o go home under the

harge of anofficer, The investigation had not

losed ut the Mayor's office st a very late hour last
mght. A portion of the money had been chunged

into gold, and 1t s somewhat singular that this did

notlend to the discovery.

The office of the Muyor was literally besieged
irorn the moment the arrest beeame known,  The
Wall street brokers were swarming in and about

I door and avenues leading to the office,endeavor-
g to gain information.  On all sides, congratulae
tions were uttered, that light had at length been
shed on this mystery, and that the foul suspicion
which had besn so strangely cast on the charneter
of some of our most honorable and upright eitizens
has besn so signally removed. The most singular
part of the entire transuetion s the origin of these
snspictons, and the high game marked out by the
wiginutors to throw the geent from off the track
of the real villins. That such eonld not have
srigtnated with Lochner alone 18 certain, and  we
warn that officers have been despurehed post-haste

We sludl prabably

tarther mmght oto the  mutter

|
]
|

novarious directions
| Howed
furing the day.

e
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Hane vasr TweLve. =Since writing the above,
we have seen His Honor, who is in excellent spir-
its.  He was busily engoged in writing letters to
Albany, Troy, Buffulo, Rochester, und to other
plages, announcing the discovery and the arrest of
the thiet. We were shown the bill which led to the
discovery. Itisa five hundred dollar bill, letter

B., number 6, dated July 1st. It is perfectly new,
| As we have said nbove, 1t 1 the only note, out of
[ the 844,000, of which there was any positive de.

scription,

We learned from His Honor, that the infor-
mution given before wim on the morming of the
| robbery was eorrect in every particalar. The
| testimony given by Westohester, the Greek, and
| the other steamboat runmer, whose name we Jid
| not recollect, was, that on the morming) ol the

robbery a man of the height, size and description
of Lachner came down by the Albany boat, and
had with him a small hairtronk and a buffalo skin
—that he was driven to the house of Schwartz in

ver of the cab whether he should pay him o

ticed that the man had rings in his ears.—
Alter depositing the trunk und buflale skin in
Schwart2’s bar-room, he ssid that he *hud lefi

find it. The Greek (as the runner is familiorly
known) met him as he came off the gang-way of
the boat with the very identical trunk, and helped
him to carry it 10 his eab, nnd drove him to
Schwartz’s house, for which he received a half dol-
lar.  The man did not bring the trunk into the bar-

served that, not beinguble to find the umbrella he
would take the buffulo skin and sgain search the
boat. The man left and did not return again until
late for the hair trunk. It has been fully ascertain-
ed that on that very morning, the time tallying ex-
aetly with the testimony of the Greek and of the
bar-keeper, n man was seen croasing the Park with
a trunk on his shoulder and something like n buf-
fulo robe under it. And here is corroboration
that Luchner was the very man. The hawr
trunk and buffalo skin were found on the premuses
where Pomeroy's trunk was discovered—and the pri-
soner Lachner has rings in hisears. Such cir-
cumstantial testimony is conclusive, The Mayor

trunk contained when he ¢tole it. Nor does he
think that any other persons were concerned in the
robbery.

How this man could have so long escaped the
vigilance of the Police is most strange, when the
deseription of his person was so minute. So ue-
curute was the testimony given hy Westchester,
the Greek and the other runner, that pergons laugh-
ed at the Muayor for taking any notice of it, such
was the general character of the parties, But, as
his Honor ohserved, testimouy from any quar-
ter, under such cirenmstances, was not to be ne-
gleeted or despised—and w0 it turns out.

Such is the history and issue of this singular al-
fair.

Tue Itattan Orxra.—It is now settled, we be
lieve, thut we ure to huve the Italian Opera fairly
established by the beginning of next month. Mr.
Palmo has made an ¢ngagement with the company
who uppeared at Niblo's in the summer, including
Midlle Borghese. He offered terms equal to 100
or #120 a night 10 Madame Custellan, for an en-
gagement of nine nights, she to take her nights
according to the convenience of the other portions
of the opera; but, in consequence of her speedy
depnrture for Europe, it was necessary that her
nights should be consecutive, to which Palmo
conld not wgree, and, of course, this nego-
tiation has been broken off. [t is settled,
therefore, that we are to have the old
company which appeared at Niblo's, with Signor
Antognini and Mdlle. Borghese. Now, with such |
a company it may be asked, what prospect is there |
of success ! No doubt Palmo will do the best he
can to give permanent footing to the opera, but are
the strength, power, talent and popularity of this
company, competent to ensure full success?

This question can only be answered by referring
to the history and fute of lormer attempts made to
establish an opera in this city. About sixteen or
seventeen vears ago, Messrs, Price and Simpson,
at the Park, made the first eflort to establish a per-
munent operatic troupe.  They engaged the eldes
and younger Garcin, Mad. Garein, Angrisani as
bass, Rositeh as buffo, and the immortal Malibran
as primadonna.  This was a most recherché, power-
ful and aceomplished troupe. Garcia wasasplendid
actor, a_great singer and a finished musician.
Angrisani was one of the first in his line, Rositch
was un incomparable buflo, and every one know:
what Mulibran was.  This company gave us n num-
ber of operas, principally of Rossini’s—the Barbiere
di Sewilia, Tuneredi, Otello and others, necluding
Don Giovanni trom Mozart.  This was undoubted-
Iy the most tulented, brilliant and sceomplished
troupe that ever visited this country.  Yet it hardly
succeeded. Such was the incipient state of musical
tuste then, that,on many occasions during the most
splendid passages, when Malibran was waﬂ.llll!l?' 10
the heavens, we have seen amateurs almost hali
asleep in the second tier.  They played here for u
whole winter, however, and then Gareia went 1o
Mexico, where he died—and Malibran, who mar-
ried here, after remaining a year or two, went to
Europe, and eatered on the most brilliant peried of
her memorable career. .

A second attempt was made about six or seven
’ym_lrs ago, when the National Theatre was first
huilt at the corner of Leonard and Church streets
It was a very beautiful house, and a great effon
was made by the fashionable circles to have an
opera established here.  An Italian gentleman ae-
cqrdln%ly wentto kurope and collecied a troupe,
with Montressor as tenor, pnd Fornasari as bass,
then a young man, but now so celebrated in Paris
and London ; Mad. Pedrotti and Mdlle, Fanti as
prima donnas.  The talent of this company was
very respectuble and very finished ; inferior, per-
baps, in some points, to that which had preceded i
ten years before, but still a very excellent and ef-
fective company. For a few weeks or so this com-
pany drew splendid and fashionuble houses ; but,
by some means or other, alter a season or two it
fell through, the company separated, and the
whole thing was broken up.

Since that time 1t must be acknowledged that
the musical tuste of New York and of the ecountry
has been very much increased, improved and
strengthened. © We need go no further for a prool
of this than the recent munia in relation to the
violinists.  We have a ane.r taste for nusic
—a  higher rvelish for the opera—and, beside:s
all, more means to patronize a troupe. But i
it probable that a company by no means equu
in point of talent to either of those alluded to can
minister succesefully to this improved taste and
thi= increased relish? We think this is very doubi-
ful indeed, ulthough we most sincerely wish sue-
cess to Mr. Palmo and his new hovse, which will,
indeed, be very beautiful. The chances of failure
are also aggravated by the cirenmstance that great
availuble talent, already in the market here, has
heen Jeft out qf acconnt in consequence of some
misunderstanding in the negociations. We reall
hope that Mr. Palmo may review his whole ground,
and aviil himself of all the talent that may be
found in this neighborhood, and that, when he
dors :'prn he will open with a full, strong and
owerful force. There isa disposition, undoubted-
¥, to patronise the opera ; let that disposition by
meet with an approprinte responss in the way of
an unexeeptionuble company, We have not the
slightest doubt that at the [lrcsenl moment this ciny
and country are npe for the permunent establish-
ment of an lalian Opera, provided u good and ful
company be obtained  Mr, Palme may get on lor
a few weeks or months with his present company
and to do so we shall give him svery aid 1 om
power, for he deserves i3 hot ot will be
ahsolntely neceseury, i order  permanently  to
estuhlish the Halian f"w-ra in this city and ecoun-
try, to have o new and complete troupe collected
next year from the different portions of  Europe,
sufficient to epend one-third of the year in New
York, one-third in Havans, and one-third in New
Orleans; for, out of these three principal cities, it 1s
impossible to establish an opern in this country.

¥

Prarveiren Bavk Moxev.—Several correspon-
dems have ealled our attention to the exeeeding
abundanes of the Plainfield money now in cireula-
tion. We know it—=but care very little abour it
Nothing will teach the publie the difference hetweer
w good and questionable corrency, but sad expe-
rienee. Do they remember the Taeksonville bank
and its denouement T The Pluinfield 15 u New Jer
sey bank, aod the legislature now in session oughi
o Lok at 11 assels

News puom Canana —Our wdvices from Mant.
real ure to the Gth, Toronto 34, Quebee 4th, anu
Kingston Sth inst,

That province is full of rumors, which show the
feverish state of excitement into which the people
have been thrown.

It is said—rumors, merely—that Mr. Draper has
not resigned ; that he is going to England with Mr.
Wakefield; thatif the government goes to Montrea!
he goes out of the cabinet; that Mr, Dunn retire
from the offiee of Receiver General; that Mr
Atchesou is the candidate for Kingston; that Mr.
Atcheson 18 to be the new commissioner of crowi
lnnds ; that Judge Vallieres de 2t. Real is abont to
retire from the Bench on aceount of age and infir-
mity ; nnd that Mr. Lafontaine s to be Chief Jue |
tice at Montreal. and Mr. Monn Tudge at Gaspé

Slewghing was exvellent in Kingeion i

Washington street and quarrelled with the dri- |

quurter or one shilling—and the driver then npo- |

does not think that the prisoner knew what the |

unliseribera for %1,

published by

of literary ta

| R

ot l!ulla-m

Puolloe o‘l“Jl‘“ﬂ}" 1 Jan.—Nothing oecour-
red of interest nt the Police Office to-duy ; n number of
| nnonn were brought up for committing lurcenies
| but thuy were all of a very minor grade; the unfortu.
| nuten were placed in prison. their several cages to be ad-
julicated on Tuesduy before the Court of Special Ses.
sions

| Covoner's Oillee.—=The Coroner wad at ease all day,
1o cuse being presented for his notice

Senrexce ox M. Y. Beacw.—The Court of Ses-
siong pronounced yesterday the sentence on Beach.

his umbrella on board the boat and started to | [t Was s fine of $260 When it was heard, ngeuc-

ral hiss rose up in the Court.

Tugarsicat.—Letters have been received from
General Welch, He was at Cadiz inthe middle of
lust November. The company were all well, and
was proceeding to Pernambuco, and may be ex-
| pected in this country about June. He was doing

room but left it in the entry, and the hlll—keﬂpl'r| L Oxanilant Eikiaaas
states that, after his return the second time, he ob- |

Musicar axp Prysionogicat—Curious anp Mo-
naL Leoture.—There is probubly no eommunnity
in the United States which offers greater encour-
agement to its musical professors, than New York.
Our Concer rooma are filled to overflowing, and
we are all on the tiptoe of expectation for the com-
mencement of the Italian Opera.  Yet how igno-
rant are we of the mechunism of the instrument—
the human voice from which we derive such de-
light. We listen with rapture to the warblings ol
a Damoreau or a Sutton, and yel, strange as it
may appear, we take no interest in acquniring a
knowledge of the structure of the wind pipe, from
which those magic sounds proceed, We observe
that Professor Pattison lectures this evening at the
Stuyvesant Institute, *“On the Anatomy of the
Wind Pipe and the Physiology of the Human
Voice,” at half past seven o'clock ; and we shall
Le much astonished if the lecture room is not
crowded to the doors by those who take an inter-
#st in music.

Mg, Eprror:—
The Congressinnal
ation of wmemorial Yo 1
lem Railrond Company, for a remission of duty,
under the law of lsfz. upon a gnantity of railroid
iron, Pray, Mr. Editor, f the Company's contract
for the iron wis made in August, 1543, and the con-
tract for grading the road in October following,
by what color of law can they claim under the
atutute, B,
We refer **B.” to the committee in the Senate,

to whom the memorial was referred,

rm:eedin\g[g show the present-
R‘om the New York and Har-

Amusements,

Droavway Circus—Posrmivery tue Last Neur
oF TiE Crrevs ar Nipo's —The nrrangrr-lmnus by
which Messrs. Rockwell and Stoue angaged the beauti-
tul Theatre, at Niblo's, cease thix evening, and the Muna-
gers, for the two performances to-duy, have furnished a
bill peculiarly attructive to all who have not witnessed
the previous exhibitions, as well os those who are desi-
rous of enjoying a recreation productive of the utmost en
tertuinment and information to all ages and wizes. Itisto
be regreited that with all the peculiar accommodations at
Niblo's, & position more central was not at ficst adopted —
I'he lower portion of the city are yet to be enlightened
on the merits of this distinguished Company.

Mr. Rice's Bexerirr —To-night the eccentric
zeniug, whose name heads this paragraph, takeshis
iraveof the New York public for the seakon, in & benefit
it the Chatham Theatre, 'This house has been the scene
of his labors for months past, and a most ample return hax
he made to the manager, besides enriching his own trep-
aury to the amonnt of some th Is. Hin perfor
ro-night will prove to the world that his genius is not con-
fined to the delineation of the lower order of characters
done.  The mauin fenture of the bill is the performance ol
William Tell by Mr. Hice, in which Mrs. Herrng plays
Albert, and the principal members of the company sur.
raining the other leading chmacters. Jim Crow Rice as
William Tell ! What an association ! What a crowd ol
wonders will be assembled. Nor is this all.  The faree
of the Virginia Mummy and the pretty opera of Bone
Squash Diable will both be played entire, and for the Inst
time the theatrical sketeh of the Mysteries of New York.

Last Day sur- oxg or Ges. Tosm Traumn, and
henefit of Mr. H. (3. Sherman, atthe American
dusenm, with two splendid performances, at 3 and 7
o'elock PM. Mr. “herman has so long been a favorite
with the frequenters of the Musenm as o ballad singer
«hat the bare announcement of his name for a benefit will
und e the most crowided houses. [t will be seen by thy
wlvertisement which may be found in ansther column
sl by the bills of the day, that he has added several numes
o high reputs to the already populnr company on the
<t Gun, Tom Thumb's representation of the living
“totues in admivable, snd never fails of receiving the most
decided murhs of ton and 1

7= SAILORS AND LANDSMEN, AHOY.——Now
¥, ot the office of the New World, No. 30 Annstreet

New York, THE SALAMANDER, a Naval Romance, by
Kugene Sue, nuthor of “ The Mysteries of Paris,” * Ma
tildn.* **Female Bluebeard "&e. translated from the French
by Henry W. Herbert, author of ** Marmaduke Wywil,"
“The Brothers,” &e, &%e. Thia is the great Romance of
the Ses, which first made the anthor known throughout
Furope, and which, when first issued, ereated o prolonnd
nsengation. It received the ungualified praise of the no
veligt, Conpor, whase sea stovies are the most popular ol
lis works. In the Balumander will be found, perhaps, the
first garms of the anthor’s opinion and theory with regard
‘o the punishment and suppression of erime, and the en-
courngement and premotion of virtue, which have be-
comeso widely spread, and T-nemlly known, through the
“Mysterles of Paris.” Full of incident, ol highly-wrought
and rapid lnterest—abounding in magnificent and poetical
Jescription— it eannot fail to entertain and instruct every
class of renders.  Price 25 cents—$16 a hundred.

Also just Published —Therese Dunoyer and the Female
Blueheard by Fugene Sue. 25 cents ench.

Allison’s History of Europe, abridged by E. 8. Gould
for the use of Schools. Price $1 25

Mayer's Mexico, with 100 illustrations on wood, very
beantiful, Price $2 50,

Froissart's Chronieles, handsomely bound. Price $3,

Mysteries of Paris, fine edition, bound in cloth, very ele.
gant. Price $1 25 This popular work s sentto mail
All new subscribers to the New
World, paying a year in advance, will have a copy gratis

Matilda, or The Memoirs of a Young Woman, by Eu-

zeno Sue, handsomely bound in cloth—$1.

Together with all the chenp publications of the day,
J. WINCHESTER, 30 Ann street.

(7~ SPLENDID NEW MONTHLY —We have re

aeived from the publisher .WS{: of the first number o

*The Columbian, Laly’s and Gentleman's Magazine."—
nchel dieuvre of nrt as well as a specimen
nt not to he met with in the lighter month-
lies of theday. 1t is wdited by John Inman, and published
tiy lsrael Post, 3 Astor House, the well known vender ol
magazine literature, thns bespeaking for the work talen
on the ane hand, and the success resulting from experi-
ence on the other,  If we may judge from the merit of the
first number, now beforo us, an extonsive circulation and
liberal patronage is likely to reward the labors of both ed
itor and publisher. The engravings, thres in number
are chaste and well execuled. The lashions engraved ex.
pressly for thin magazine, and the contents such as can.
ot to make it i ing luable ; in fact, it
feeds hat 1o be examined to be inted. Terma &
perannum in advance ; single Nos, 25 cents.—New York

It is cmninlfe

SOMETHING NEW-—WILD'S CASTOR 011
ANDY-—~The taste of the oil disgnised—The ohject evurf
parent can fee at once—inndministering castor oil to chi
Aren it iv generally attended with much trouhle,

One ounce of Candy contuing one table #poonful of oil
and made in such form as will be conveniunt to give to
infants, being made of pure cold pressed oil and loaf sugar.
T'he cost of the Candy is no more than the oil.  Sold only
hy the proprivtor, H, N. WILD,

451 Brondway, near Grand,

A well koown physician thus speaks of it—Dr. E, P
Haskell, corner of Broome and Mulberry strests :—1 have
iftem wilministersd Wild's Castor Ol Candy in m?v prae
tien, and 1 find itanswers well the purpose for which it I
iutended. E. P HASKELL, M. D,

DIL TAYLOR'S BALSAM OF LIVERWORT
prepured ot 475 annre;_. for the enre of conghs, calds
sonstimption, &e., &e —This truly valuable medigine I
loing wonders, A few days since, Rev, Dr. A, B, How
fand (who iv n physician ns well s elergyman), ealled af
the offiee and stated that he was some time sinee affliote
with bronehitis. which kept growing worse unbil it set
) into confirmed eonsumption, and he continue! to grow
worse and worse notwithstunding the efforts made to
cheek the disease by several eminent physicians of hin ae-

uaintance, but he wes at Inst told that nothing conld by
done for him; that the disease must take its conrse.  fle
was ot this time confined te his bed, and not expected Lo
iivn from one day to the next, Just at this crisis, however
n friend wha had !'rl-.?uuntlr nrged him (but without of
fact) to make n trinl o Ta{Inr'n Balsam of Liverwort, pro-
:ured a bottle »f this medicine from 376 Buwery, an
quested him to try it. He did so, and on the fonrth day
finr he commence! it, he was able to sit up, anid by thi
fime the contents of the first bottle were need, ho was &
‘ar recovered as to be ahle to preach—and he further states
*hat he has every confidence in the medicine, that it will
sffect a perfect eure in his cose—and he considers it th
anet wonderlul medicine he wver saw or heard of  Fuo
ale an ahove and nloo wt 199 Maclen lans.  Price reduce!
Large hottles, $1.50; small bot*les, €],

=B WARE OF [MPOSITION. —Dr. Sherman's Poo
"ni's Plaster has already ohtained soeh eelebrity for the
wres whieh it has porformed that the demand has becom
vey great  This has indiueed many noprineipled person-
o palm off npon enstomers o hase imitation  The spurioo
wticle s known by ite effscts. It is good for nothing
dthough the imitator mrlr it, " impreved and original
Let aufferers beware, ax it is now almost lmraui‘hle tago!

T

'BY THE SOUTHERN MAIL.

e

w on.
(Correspondance of the Herald )
Wasnixoron, Junuary 11, 1844
James Goroon Besyerr, Eeg.—
Dear St 4

Mr. Proffit’s appointment is rejected. Done by
the Senate thisday. There were no other rejec-
tions, but there were several confirmations of minor
appointments. No Cabinet appointments were act-
ed on. Mesars. Henshaw and Porter remain in
statu quo.  Mr, Wise's appointment 1o France has
not yet been sentin.  And it is notto be supposed
that he would consent to have his name go before
the Senate until he makes sure of being confirmed,
He will take no hazard of rejection.  His course in
the House hassoftened very much,

There is u rumor, I know not what it s worth,
that Mr. Spencer will not be cenfirmed until it is
known who is to succeed him—or, until he resigns
I don’t think there is any probability of Mr. Spen-
cer resigning unfil he 18 certain of confirmation.
And it may be regarded as certain that his succes-
sor will not be appointed before he is confirmed. —
It is more probable nothing will be done until Mr,
Clay's opinions are known—as he has been writ-
ten to for advice. Yours, &c., 8. B.

Washington
(Correspondence of the Herald.)
Wasmingron, Jan, 10, 1844,

1 think there can be no doubt that the movement
most immediately (and very likely will continue to
be so for months, and I know not how long to
comie) interesting and prominent now before Con-
gress and the country, is the giving of the required
Yyear's” notice of the annulling on the part of the
United States of the Conventional article or treaty,
which was negociated by Mr. Gallatin in 1818, to
coutinue for ten years, and previous to the expira-
tion of the ten years (say in 25 or "26) was renew-
ed 1o operate indefinitely until‘the aforesaid notice
should be given by one or the other party. This
convention or treaty, as yon know, gives joint oc-
cupancy of the Oregon until the **year’s” notice
annulling 1t. I think the “notice” will be a popu-
lar meusure, and as far as I can ascertain the feel-
ing in Congress, will pass both Houses, What may
be gained by negociating with Packenham,remains
10 be seen. The western mea think nothing will;
butit is pretty certain that under the present Conyen-
tion, the United States are daily losing, as the Bri-
tish hold a superior oceupancy—hold the trade with
the Indians, who are suspected to kill off Ameri-
can traders, “by and with the advice and con-
sent of” ——, not the American Senate, ut all
events. :

This whole measure of uecup)l'mk the Oregon
will be opposed; if not by the whole south, certain-
ly by the Calhoun interest, 1 suppose, on the
gronnd of its strengthening the northern free State
interests against the slave State interests—which
lutter go for the annexation of Texas on the oppo
site ground. Haywood, of North Carelina, as you
have geen, has already taken his stand against any
movement at all on the Oregon RQuestion. Ostensi-
bly,they say,the Urrﬁnn is 80 far off, &e¢., that it is
not worth having and protecting.

There is one important fact inthis game of chess
between Oregon and Texas., Oregon has got the
first move. By this, I mean that the negotiation is
in one gense uctuallr begun. Packenham, in all
respects, will very shortly commence. Also, bills
for annulling the Convention, and taking possession
ot the territory, are already before Congress, tn
the other hand, 1 don’t see what can immediately
he done in respect to Texas; at least [ am not aware
of uny thing either being done, or immediately con-
lempﬁued by Congress. Therefore, 1 think, in the
game, Oregon has got the move. And I am sure it’s
iriends ure pressing the question with intense ardor,
and greatspirit. Believing, as I think we have a
right to, that Benton will use this question to ad-
vance his own politieal interests, and compelled, as
we have a right to believe he is, to pluy second }id-
lle, in harmony, to Van Buren’s first, it is but right
to suppose that there is an understanding between
them, and that the nerthern demoerncy will g
trong for the occupation of the Oregon—to say no-
thiug of the northern abolitionists, and northern in-
terests generally, which would be promoted by this
eeupation. On the Oregon Question, Benton is !hf’
sreat leader. Benton 1s,and has been for twenty-five
vears, perfectly fumiliar with the subject.  His son-
in-law, Lieat, Fremont, has surveyed the route tc
the summit of the Rocky Mountains, which is ac-
«essible up by ratlvoad, with u small motive power.
While the declivity down this way, will alone give
|carnp!ﬁmgm_im§i_emn to carry it to the waters ol
the Mississippi. The communieation by steam is
sy from the mouth of the Columbia to the East
Indies, You can't think how enthusiastically the
western people talk upon this subject.
TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS,

FIRST, SESBION.

Eenate.
Wasminarox, Junuary 11, 1844,

Posr Orrice ReFonm.—Several petitions on
this subjeet were presented.

Pra Pareit acatn.—Mr, Benrox offered o reso-

lution, calling upon the Secretary of War for infor-
mation relative to this island.
_Sun Treasury.—Mr. DBreese offered n resolu-
tion, instructing the Committee on the Judigiary
‘o inquire about the provisions necessary to give
et to the act of the 183th August, 1841, relative
10 the collection, safe keeping, and disbursement
;f the public money, &e¢. Lies on the table one
ay.

Frogma.—Mr. Kive presented a resolution,
snlling on the Secretary of War for information
from Creneral Worth (or Wool) relative to the in.
-ecun;¥ of carrying on trade around Cape Floridu
—fortifying tne keys and jslands—constructing «
railroad ncrossthe Florida Isthmus, for the carry-
ng on of trade, &e.  Adopted. :

ne PacroLvs.—The $50 fine of Captain Hardy
igain eame up, and was uhlyand eloquently argued
m the one side by Mr. FamrigLp, and on the
ther by Mr, Hevywoon, Other senators read
newspapers and wrote letters the while.

Mr. hUN‘I‘ING'I‘:)S said he would not consume
nnch of the Senate’s time about this great matte
of #50 fine.  He contented himself with again de-
tatling the facts and arguing the case,

A letter frem the Secretary of the Treasury was,
w Mr. Huntington's refquest, next read,

The question wasthen taken upon the passage of
he bill, and earried.

The Benate then went into Executive Session.

Two o’crock, P. M.—The Senate is still in
sxecutive  session—very likely discussing Mr
ALLEN"s resolution about the Oregon instructions

In_the House, the abolition question is ander dis-
cussion. Mr. Rhett is holding forth. 1 believe
ne is now reading the English rot act.

House of Hepresentatives,

Wasminaron, Thursday, Jan. 11, 1844,
A Petition is returned to Mr. Giddings—Mr.
Rhett speaks on the 25th Rule ; and Mr. Rathbun
on the Western Walers.
Dear Sip—

Reports from Committees and Resolutions being
in orider to-day,

Mr. Reoise presented a resolution ealling on
the Secretary of the Navy for all the particular:
connected with the Florida squadron, whilst under
the command of Lieut. MeLaonghlin—all the mo-
aey puid to him, what he has done, and also what
harges had heen hrought agiinst him.  This was
unsnimonsly adopted.

Mr. Pawnexren presented a Bill for the relief of
the widows of the officers and seamen of the
schooner (irampus,

Severul bills of o private nature were reported
hack adversely. i

Mr. CanepiLy, of &, C. presented a report from
the committee on the Iistrict of Columbia on a pe-
tition from the inhabitants of Lockport requesting
the committee to revise the laws of the Distriet
Che committee reported that the petition eame
within the 25th Rule, and they also reported a re-
solution that the elerk be directed to return the pe-
ition to the member who presented it (Giddings )

Upon this, Mr. Camrpery moved the previow
neation. [

Mr. Anaus, (rather excited.)—1 eall for the read-
ng of the petition, sir.

The Clerk read it

(1t s a petition, heretofors presented by Mr. Ginorvas
rom eitizens of Lockport, New York, complaining of the
iperation of the lnws of Virginia and Maryland on this
vistriet ; setting forth that muny of these laws wers direct.

the gennine plaster except ot Dr. Sherman’s wa

108 Naxsan street. Look ont for Dr. Sherman's fne simil
on the hack of the plaster—nons others ara genuine. I
Bherman's agents are 227 Hudson; 188 Bowery; 77 Enst
Broadway, and 149 Fulton st., Broaklyn.

{7 DEATH GRUMBLES AT THEM, AND FOUI
the very good reason thal they make serious inroads intc
his weekly hills,  What doos Death grambleat 7 Why o'
course at Peters' unvivallod Mediented Lozenges, whic!
‘onethe eystom and rosist diseasen, and eare headaches
conghs, sen-sickness. dyspepsin, worms, nansens and lon
epirits, in a most ineredibly ahort space of time. A head
sche for inst in five mi i acough or meald m ¢

¥; wormain three, and so on.  One or_two quack ven
dors of Lozenges grumble, as well as Denth; but it n
tiae to them, for, in spite of all they ean sy or do, peopl
will prefer living to dying, and so Peters' Lozenges g
ih Prigcipal ottice 148 Fulton strest

al war with the Constitution of the ¥ ; & blot on
A ) book ; subversive of per om ; exer.
sising o fatal iofl on jonal isintion, &e.; that

:’?‘ni ation was unnecessary, that investigation would
rclose it, &e.; and praying the appointment of n selec!
sommittes on the subject, and the passage of such new
laws forthe government of the District as would be in con-
formity with the genius of eur institutions. ]

Mr. Hunt,—1 move to lay the resolution on the
table, and print it. i

Camenrrt.—I hope the resolution of the commit-
tee will puss, sir.

Apams —Is that the way
to treat not only petitions,
present them to the House.

Spganen.—The question 18 not debateable, gir.

wir, gentlemen menr
‘but the members who

Apams, ~This 18 1L most unexampled report from
a committes, it The motion s to lay on the
| : h

Il.le, widd print i, i@ i1t not, siry

CamrseLL,—The character of the petition brings
it within the 25th Rule. :

Apams.—Sir, this petition has been received al-
ready, and referred and reported upon ; an. yet the
nnte;mnn wishes to reject it and return it to the
member. i ;
Serager.—The questson is on laying the report
on the table, und print. :

Apams.—I eull the ayes and noes, £ir.

They were called—ayes 58 ; noes 115,
Apaxs.—I now make the simple motion to lay
it on the table, sir.

Sra.\xsn.—-'fhe same motion can't be repeated,
Apaus.—That was to print—mine is merely to
lay on the table.
Speagen—The gentleman could then have
divided the subject. No part of that motion can
now be repeated. e !

Mr, Anams—( Warmly)—Well, sir,if the Speaker
will thus insist upon snppressing all Jeb_nte. i's mn
insult to this Houge —(excitement)—an insult to the
member who presented it—(great excitement)—
and an insult to the petitioners,und an insult to the
coén’try t—{ Immens cll'.“l!El‘ll!.'lll.P

ries of “order, order.” *‘I call the gentleman

to order.” “Order!™ .
Cavrpgin—The gentleman is mistaken. The
petition was not presented by him.
A Vorce—What signifies whether it was or not?
Apams—(Excitedy—Well, gir, still the report is
an insult—most insulting to the petitioners and to
the \\)fholu country.—(3Several members rising at
once,
Presroy King—I call the gentleman to order.
He's been called to order, and ought to tuke his

seat,

; Mr. Apaws still kept on his feet, and did net sit
own.

. GuopiNvgs—It is not an abolition petition, sir. L

tise to a point of order. "

Berser—What stutement did the gentleman
make when he presented it? i

Ginpines—]  stated briefly its contents—nothing
nore,

Bracr—I rise to a point of order, sir, v

Seeaxer—The gentleman is speaking to a point
of order, now. o

Brack—Let him reduce 1t to writing, then.

Speaker—The Chair eannot compel him to do
80,
Sgverat, Mesprrs—Mr. Speaker—Mr. Speaker
—(und great contusion.) ol |5,

A Meyoen—(In an under tone)—This is the
same game he played last year; he smuggled that
petition before the Committee, and he wants to get
censured aiul_n. and get double mileage.

_Finally the'ayes and noes were cn !d. upon pas-
sing the resolution and report of the Committee,
returning the petition to Mr. Giddings, and this
was carried - Ayes 116; Noes 60.

Tug Revonr oy tue Runes. -

The House then proceeded to the consideration
of Mr., DromaooLk’s motion to recommit Mr.
Apans’ report on the Rules. Mr. Rugrr had the
floor on this question. : d

This speech was listened to with great attention
by all parties and persons in the House, the more
particularly us Mr. Rhett is a very accomplished
gentleman and scholur, seldom vexes in the debate
und is considered as the immediate exponent of
Mr. Calhonn’s views in the House.

Mr. Rurrr—I have listened attentively, sir, toall that
the severul gentlemen have said, who have alddressed ihe
House on this subject, and the amount of the argumeut
brought forward by ull of them against the uth mie is
that it is a violation of the right of putition. Sir, itisa
slunder on this House to say, that by the courie it hes
hitherto pursued in ard to this suhject ot has in any
way uhrk;I e or vlohl:?the sacred right of petition. Aud
some gem?umw propose to remedy this by receiving
these petitions ana laying them on the table, Bir, what
benefit is itto those petitioners merely L receive their pe-
titions. and to lay them on the table immedistely, and
never talke them thence, I the right ol petition consists
merely in having their petitions thus reeeived, why it isn't
worth talking about. It is not only not worth notice, hut
it'is beneath coutempt, But other gentlemen, purticularly
the member from New York (Beardsley), say that we
must go further, and vot enly receive them, but we must
ulso refer and report upon them. Andthey uddthat there
is & great comstitutional right involved i this question.
dir, they muat mean that, or else they nonsense,
Now, sir, [ um prepared to show that to recerve nnd refer
theseabolition peu:ﬂ";f. i# to uct in oppomtion to the Con-
stitution. The Constitution secures a personul privilege
te nllv—lh? right peaceably to assemble and petition for &
redress of grievances, And why was this personal privi-
lege secured to the people. RMecause they hud not this
right when the country was under the dominion of tGreat
Britain. They were then, by the laws in force, the Itiot
Act and others, not ullowed o assemble in large numbers
and petition for redress of grievances. By this act of
Georgethe Fivst (originally co act of Edward Fourth), not
move than twenty could assemble at one time at one place
o petition for redress.  And our forefathers, in (raming
the constitution,determined that the people of this country
shomld never sutfer the same grievances in this respect o
the people of Great Britain then labored under, and now
jabor under. And that 1 what they meanin that
clause of the Constitution by peaceably nssembling and
petitioning for redress of grievanees ; and they meant no
nore.  But the people of Lngland suffered under another
grievance. By an act of Charles thu 24, not more than 26
persons could sign a petition and only 10 could present it,
and then it must be lﬁpmvad and signed by two justices
of the peace, or the Mayor of London could present it in
pereon. And it was to prevent such grievances and op.
pression ma this that the clause was insaried by our fathers
in the Constitution. This was the design ol onr ances
tors—to take away from Congress lor ever the power (o
pass any such lnwe as those of Edward the 4th or Charles
the 2d ~ (Mr. Rhett read the laws from the books on theso
subjects.) And this is the beginning and end of the Con-
stitution ; or that portion that relates to the right of peti-
tion. It doeg not confer on the people any legislative
power; but a qmat ersonal privilege, and nothing
more. The hz e of lElI country have the right first to
hile, and then apy

v h and enter this House lhruth
their r?remmim But the right 1o come into this
Hall and speak to these petitions is a very different thin
from the right to nn.-mh?‘ and petition. When their pe
riom is presented here it is an i ient act of legislat
the ﬂurnotbn on these petitions is an actof legislation to
all intents and purposes. Wheore is the difference? Supe-
pose a member rised in hin seat, and m;a." I move to is-
troduce a bill sbolishing elavery in the District of Colnm-
hia ;* or I move a resolution to abolish slavery in the
idistriet ;" or ' [ move to present or refer a petition pray-
ing Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Uslum-
bia,™ ere j8 the difference—they are nll the same—
purt and parcel of setn of legislation ? If you insist that
the petitioner's will is to bave sway here, you at once
elect the petitioner into a legislator. 1f, because he de-
siren to have his petition referred, o\un{ that it ought
to be , you invest him 1 with legislative
powers. !Iap?uu' a petition comes here with 100,000
signatures. You then have 100,000 persons arrayed on
one side against the whole Unien rffrmtnd by the
members of this house on the other, Which is to have
the legislative power on this fluor! The result is obvious.
But again, Supposc you receive these petitions, Does
this action terminnte here 1 or does it arther T If the
petitioner hus a right to say * youshall receive,” cannot
e also say ** you shall refer,” and * you shall report upon
it T and then cannot he go on with equal right and pro-
priety and say, ** yon shall grent the proyer of the peti
tion Where Iuiunstnpf The matter must be boldly
met, and settled at the first stage of the basiness. The
question is, who is to dmlgu in this business; the whole
tody of members in this hall, or the petitioners them-
selves, however respectable they may be | Shall the ma
-\{ or the few decide this poiut™? Siiall he have the right
ol mction coneeded to lim who has no power to carry wut
.6 wishes, or those to whom the constitution has del ga-
‘ed the (ull power to judge, to act, and legislate upon all
these questions T Sir, there is no escape trom this point,
I'his is the true position of the whole matter, nad there is
no eseape frem it |1 the petitioner can dictate the first
act of Jegislation he can dictate all, Now, sir, what is the
fuet 7 All legislative power is vested by the constitution
in Congress.  Anda petitioner comes here and asks, not
u personal privilege, but u legislative nct. [t this is grant-
to one, in one lostance, where are weto stop 1 low
could we legislate at all if we wero tonllow this 7 At
this rate, all the peopls in the United States could come
here and make l]m' ar demands; and how would it be in
the physicul power, even, ol Congress to comply with &
thousandth part of such demands?  This is the true prin-
ciple and ground on which to place this malter. And, sir,
the principle they sssume must hold good frum the very
first step, or it is good for nothing, Asscon as the | eti-
loners come here wo must act as the constitution requires
and demands, in relation to all gections of the Union,
rhe constitution gives us no option. We must be govern-
od am well by its limitations of power as hy Its grants of
pawer, If the petitioners ask us to legislate on that which
(he constitution gives us no power to legislate npon, we
iiave no power either to grant or to peceive their
putition.  And, in  addition to (hiz, the constitution
givestous the free exercise of asonnd discretion as to
what shall and what shall not be received and acted upon.
The gentleman from North Carolinaseemed to think that
the right of potition was coeval with the right of prayer,
and insisted that every man had a right to pray for what-
sver he thought proper. Sir, | deny this ore are
things wnich & man has no ﬂ;lfm to pray for. He has no
rightto pray to his God to allow him to commit perjury
or h‘i“ li::r‘. ]uk permission of God to allow him to do
any thing thot is wrong.

;‘Ir. Un.‘mnm!. of .\'.gc.#l said, sir, tha' where an indi-
vidual honestly belieyed that he was wronged. he had a
right to pray tothe Supreme Ruler of the Universe for

toss, or (0 pray to Himor to any other power for that
which he honestly believed would do him good. He has
the vight to be heard, though his prayer is not granted.

Ryt v.~Then, sir, the geatlemun thinks that we hava
the right to implore the Deity for those things that may
I injurious to ourselves but which can hurt nobody else.
Sir, the position ix wrong, God himeell eonnot hear
prayers that would tend to violate his law, or social or
sonstitutional compocts! Sir, it wis in view of the alarme
ing progress of this matter thut the demoeratio party in
l»‘igw passed this rale  They saw throogh all these move-
ments.  They snw that all those pretended petitions were
mere pretexti—the purpuse of which was not to affect the
laws of this District only —but to agitate the gquestion off
slavery throughout the whole Univn, and to averthrow
‘he dnstitutions of the South.  Now, sir, i the end and ob-
ect of theso petitions be unconstitutional, o js the meany.
Suppose o man sets fire to his own barn or woo;ldyurd. and
thus burns down my honse, s that to be tolerated! jwould
that be right! And yet that is what these petitionurs ars
trying to do at the present time, and even worse. And it
was to prevent oll this that the demacratic sf‘"! inthis
Honse took the measnres they did in 1938, Sir, when the
Constitution is once departed from, there is no knowing
where the movement i (0 stop, Did our fathers when they
framed the constitntion, and by it gus o us our
property,our institutions and our rightsever enppose this
sithject 'was to be agitated npon this floor daily and honrly
yoar after year I And yet such Lns been the case, And
we ure now reaping the bitter fruite of this agitation,
which | fenrean only terminate in a dissolution of the
Union ! Sir, it ixnot for me tl |Inm|11wl.uj.lh1 1o thie
Union. As o ®southern man, whi hias besn soven years on

this floor, | have seen proctioe] tawards the south nothing
hut contumely, ol 1 aggreasion :—(Sep-
wntion,)  Whilst we of the santh buve ever aeted in s
wpieit of forhearance, ant pppoivnts have agted in b spicit

Jwan]t

| of aggreasion ; and with this knowlelge, anil thess toel.



